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Boulton, near Belfast, Korthampton County, Feannsylvania.

Fresent Custodian

......-.-

Dr. T.H.&a.8tites, o0f Xoulton,

bate _of EZrection

Built 1E&l2,

illiarm Henry, Jr,

.' Pregent Coudition

Very noor.

Hamber of Stsries

Two and one-half,

haterials of Construction

1rst floor, stone, second floor, wood siding
ver stone aznd brick, stiffened by wood framing.
zble roof, covered with slate.
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tHa dsaHY GUL ralelnd
Bovlton, newr Beliazst, wWoritnamodon County, Fennsylvania

-

fhe Henry Gun Fascilory, leczasted &t Poulton, Fennsyi-
enia, although not operating, i1s still staadiang., In
tore recexnt years, 1T nas been ruite neplected, wnd 1s
now in rr<ht need of resasir, It was last used for the
@

manufecturing of ¢
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The firei cwner of the Henry Zun Feciory wes ¥illiam
Henry, who zlso owned & T ; ine mznufscture of
srms at Leacsster, Zennsylvsaia. His fathier was of Sceteh
Irish descent. Willism was ecent at the early age of fif-
teen to Lanéssbter in 1744, ax &n zoprentice io & Lancaster
cunsmith, asmed ¥atthew Roeszer., Henry's mechanicsal skill
mafe him an ideel gnvrerilve and in 1750, enssged in mak-
ing fire =2rws on ris own account. He formed & nartaershilp
w*ith a weslthy man, nomed Jdosenh Simon. ¥e wos enpointed
armorer to General Braddockls exwedition in the French and
Incisn %ar., after the defest of General Braddock, return-
ed to Lancaster ond resuced nis itrade. wr. Lenry was an
inveative genius. #illism E. Gordea, io his bilography of
Genry states ithet Heary Ls tne inventor of the Tirst sileam
scat, rather than Fulton or ¥itch. r, Gordon ussertis
thaet Henry ouilt two stesi Lownits and tried itnew oul o0n toe
Conssbo, & River, cad nroeved inelir Lracilcasility.

anotier nroducy oif the Sillisw Heanry oo sactory of
Lancaster, develossd and inveatsd by sim, wss the screw
augur, which ne iavented ino 1771, &4n zcecount of this was
sublisited in Rees's =ncyclopaedia, written by Jonn Joseph
Yenry, wiaich followsg:

®ihe ianvention occurred in 1T77L,"**Vst thst period,
and tfor wany years in company witk a pariner, waos kept
& large 1lrcon mongery store, by & werscn ol considerabdle in-
senulty :(ad thelr leisure rorvernls werc uvsually convuared ot
their woix peznch or in the store.**™ he rrecuenily heard
the inventor, among Lis friends exnatiste ocu the ides of
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an augur.®$%* tne ldea was ecceatric and a Lold ocne to Hro-
pulozee,. *** In the sammer of 1771, 1 sovw =
tne first time in voe hands oi wy taigser. It wo.
one =nd ne wag in tne sctv of poriag o buraiz, 4 %
ver tis Gisasurovation ot tne tiume over Tune wménusr 01 cublers
breskineg tre chips o1 the turniy *%% Lg tne lavenior, at toe
(ime soocen of, wes not by orofessicn, & mechanic, the late

Sawmeel Boyd cof Luancaster, who $o sedulously atiended to tne

ausur, wss engased Ior thatl pur.oge, butl relianguishec it 1o

Henry houachn ci Lititz, by trazae, & csrpenter.*** George s>uite~-
hohrer wno now employed tvhis werson, pdeing eXtivremely zot in
the use of iron, succeeded in perfectian. the auw.ur in 1772."

Among the children of Killiaw Beary Jr., was Jorn Josenh

Henry, the oldest con, who wog associsted witer nis father in
busicess, and late W111iﬂm‘ﬂenrj Ard, who also was associsted

with his feather. The oldeet son wos sent T0 rangee a Hranch
in Priladelntia. “illtiew Henry Jr., filrst locuated at Chris-
tian Sorings, but in 1780, vossibly {thyoughk Voravian ianflu-
ence, came to Wazareih, He entered inito contrects wiih the
State and the United States Government for the manufaciure
of erms. In 1809, Heary built & forge about half way betw
Schoeneck and tne wresent locstlon of the fun Factory where
he continued nis vworkx, but for Tetter woter Tacilities =zud
nower, he moved to nis nresent locstion.

In tane year, 1810, tre Henry firm secured a contract for
the nmanufacture of znpnrozximetely 10,000 standard arms for thae
United Btates Govermment. The =2lent facilities were insuf-
ficlent for thue ﬁFnﬁlinﬁ of & contract of this size. ine
story of tihe olé factiory of Beulton is fgund in & memo, writ-
ten vy Gilliam Henry, BSrd, in July, 1&872. It follows:

'Iin the yesr, Ll21C, umy fatvber, tihen resicin: ia tne vil-
lage of dazaretn, erJOSGd erecting vworks on the Fushikill
Creek, three miles w.i. from Hazareth, for tne narsosa of
making muskey varrelszs and other vorts of & wasikey, aad afisy
contruciing with Secrevary austes of the gjovernment of the
United States, to furtnsr vhis icez. He sent we 1o praciic-
ally accuire o further acguaintance of the pun making Dusi-
nesg to =y brother, Josenn, who then hnad some {iffty or more
workhands, wag loested at the Z.W. corner of Hovle and 3rd
Streets {Fhiladelnhia) enzased in the wanufacture of rifles
and smuskets. There I remszined for two years, returaning to
my fathers znd on the & Anril, 1812, copwenced felling
lumbter for the new factory. In lSTEf'ln thie occupancy of
¥r. James Henry, my btrother Josewn's only son. It reguired

lJ‘
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gsome slix montns to wut it
touses ent otusr buililugs
SUILE il . xy futner cvelng otnerwisc
cstablisie A and sunerintenuence,
WE vere CcLur.éc sone ¢10,000.00 For
VWaiin ko Gy Inolr

Farte of soue olher wemos &ie Lereé ceteiled: " In the
soring of 1311, I nad itre offer of Suserimtencing a manulac—
bory in vhe rear of wunii once wus the Conmipsoners nalls, this
stree i near sreen, east sicde, (o sot ayg sud fianish all cone
dewnsed perias of wusxéis wud swords. condewmred by itne Ualted

Stetes Insoector of arms, tonet could be wede availaule for
ruskets for itne jouth american irade From tne estavlishment

L

of ¥.abrenam Fipsesg, and thel of my urother Josenh, who, at
the time was in oartnersihic wite cur feihor, vwere contractors
witn the U,%. Government to furnisia srms, znd toe {riozance
degartment &t Gechington, 20 tie vicg ander cie supervision
af Col. Eonfart,
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7, I -sunerintended fteean only 17 year

At the rznufsac N
2 I0 to %% workmen in the prindlng and
R
6
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axe) I emmloyed s
wolieghing. I contra
zt len ¥ile Creek fz
river, wany of 2y =&

i

e the oihners, It was chntefly doge
ry euave Schnuylxill fslls, near the
e were made to the =gents of tre South
Arerican revoslutionists, among them wa: & trother of the then
celebreled General Eolivar. In 1812, ry brovher Jdoseph and
rgeelf entered into & ner conireact wilh the Secretary of iWar,
JllllﬁW sustes fer the sunwnly of 14¢,000 wmuskets, according
Lo = stancard 'Cherleville! Zrench musiket, In the yezr 1E1Z2,
ecrly in April, with the view of esrectlog zcditions where the
srme could be more wndventagecusliy made, I rescved and commen=
cad srvecting "Foulton Works" iu Bushxill Iwp., 3 ailes ¥.:,
from Jazaretn for the manufacture. &after surmounting number-
less difrficulcies in vrelning trhe nscessary working men, mus-
ket barrels, rifle bar, ¥istcls &aag Cavalry arws, sword ovelus
iiles, muskei, rifle locxs, anc employed nosily in all thne
brancines avout #0 workmen., Hot long sfter c¢ommencing ithe manwm-
facture of wussets, k.%.¥ickhan, the Insvector, demanded and
obtzined frow ws, an mrticie so fsar @uze}ior o the Fattern,
that I thouzht vest to wemorirslize Congregsion on this nro-
ceeaina for o vime. we were deslayed and taese procnestinanions
eferrec odr business, and cocse uently we could not compleie
tuy contract witnin the siipulsted vime wpicu the aeﬂ‘v of
wer, refuseo 10 eXbund, sxcept indeed, we snould tarn traitors
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iticel wreferences, »nn
to & member of Can
nrother woseni and
city of colngton, (een, 7,15L8
dition ana were of course, ou¢lct“ ;
vancee Tunds Lo trne Tréoaence derartment, wnn 2old owur con-
Lract to w.:. sicxiesn, a woliticasr § ‘ LUVET -
ment ot ol vime Tor i000.00. e : 1y ceveral
Jears ol deley recovered uwwo coilesrs gucltloAVl ca

‘ thouwzand, Tive nuuedred muskeis cGelivered, snd were
relewsed frow sll Iarther reeponsioilivy, .z, silckoamn
completed the coniraset and unteriJ ruined in SRTEE wnd mingd
soon citsrrardé Gied,- .ow 1%10, the ruiascus coadGiilions of
meneLary coancerssg tnen orevelent, ceblized ue Lo s &
tnrovgn years of sregt difriculiy at Soulwvon. e ae rifle
Barrele, cuitine traands I L8822, I gold my igueregu in inis
(Boulion) woriks to wy urozher sowonn Tor evout maki lts vealae
(§2320.00)"
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Fnen Jonn Josenh
partanersniv, nis zon, :
after the deatn of nis §
fortunes of the Boulion

oox ovelr ithe lsctory, ke tooek into
¢ s Renry, 10 continuae the business
hier in L8%5, who concducted the
wn factory, througn the Civil %ar,

All trhe work in tre Zun Factory was done by head, what-
ever lititle muachinery thol wes ewnloyed, wasg nade by r.
Fenry, hkimseli., ilhe %un stocts welre zll seswed aii by hand

and were made iromx beech, wanle wnd walqu . dhas gsuns waen

Tinisned,. weTrs DUt on the Heéy Lorg markeils ire industiry
zoon gelaes & srest deal of arominence. Wnen the industry

waas ab its height, sbvoutl sne hundred wen weres emsloyed.
; 5T these were Znoewn as flllersgs sund lived slongs the road

lesding from Cherry Hill $to dacobsburg, still knowen oz File-

tewn, becnuse of the itrade Tollowsd Gy ine nesds of the fami-
1y,
o

whnile for nearly a2 century, goulton veg tne seat of an
erms factory,neceee aweolt 1o thne liveie wvalley, for itae char-
acter of tne oroprieiors wi:s €0 Ligsh That 11 wes reflectsd
in the entire countryside, ine relatlcnshiy of the progrie-
tor aad npis employces was Tfoanded unon the snglish Yatrizr-
cnal system, than upon the american system of the present
day; man; of the WOTKNEL OWi€d their own gmsll lands, oought
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from MHenry, %o whom they looked, as lord of tre manor,

¢ weré unznown and disagressenis were amicably settled.
there were no drastice rules as to nours snd other labor righis,
8 inent %oday. The workmen ususlly took their work to
their own honmes, and when Lt wgs comnleteq retuarned it to the
fzetory, where it wes ascembled.

i

In 1862, an crder of one thousand wee fiklled for the
rovernment. ihe war ended and then came a greazt demand for
snortipn: rifles; then came the age of the Lignt Horse Pistol
and wce Lunus Leg, these nad put a shnert duration, and io
187%, = ginsle bparrel Breech Lecader was manufactured and lar.e
cruvers were tilleda. In 1280, & revivel of ire Luzzle Lozading
rifle came, Fue cheapsr drecch woznder supplanted this, and
made The business dawiapdle. rnus, the cusiness wos carried on
uwnder tae azme of James Henry, and uvon the deutn of Janes
denry, as Jamwes Henry & Son, {¢rauville) until 189Y% or there-
acouts whean 1t was zuvandonsd,

One cof %he principai outlets of the EHeanry Gun Factory,
%es the Aamericsen ¥Fur Compsny, who had almost & monopoly on i,
Jonn Jacob Aslor wmas its president.

Soon after the discontinusnce of the gun wusiness, Gran-
ville's Lrotner, #dward %, Henry, uased the factory building
for tie manuiactiure of cizsar boxes, ihis continued for a short
tire, He later,instslled machinery for the cleaning and re-~
nairiung of cloth bags, At that time, used for shiprent of cement.
A side line of whichk was the vicking avart of such bags, as
cnuld not be rewaired. fdhis materisl wag worked into cctiton
felt used 1in the manufacture of mattres:es, This however, was
entirely discontinued oy the massing of & law by the Penneyl-
venia Legislature, fornifding the employment of used materials,

The building is of hesvy mil)l type constiraction,the firgt
floor having hesvy extericr stone walle, The second floor
consists of wosd ztuds covered with wood siding. Between the
wood studa is & four ianch brick wall. Ihe roof is covered
with sleste. Floor construction consists of heavy timbers,
with wood bvoards laid over ssme. The originagl bulldiag was
T. shaved, ovut later, the wing extending out towsrd the bigh-
way, wazs removed, 3o a% present, the builldirg is in the form
of a rectangle and ig in very poor conditiocn.

In back of the bullding was & large dam which fursnished
wabter power to run the large water woeels in the factory.
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tne wanecle were slitusated coproxiretely in the center of the
puilding,

Wr. T.H.a. Stites,0f Bolton, & desmscendent of ¥William Henry,
is zow the owner znd eustodizn of the building., He has many

recerds anc lettera, written vy the wembers of the Henry family
ag well as some of the pune, which vwere made 1in the various

trezncaes ¢of tne Eeary Gun Faciocry.
7 ¥

Colonel Triomas H.atherton, zlso o descendant of Hillizm
Fenry, rsg rmony gunsg vhich were made atl the Eonlion worxke. also,

in nie -osséscion are wmortrgits done in oile, of 4illiawn Henry
and his wife,

ine 01d factory 1s now desertec and stands on the banks
of the Pushzill, denuded of gave its nilstoric memaries.,

Zistoric material obtalned from: Ur., 4.H.4. Stites of Bolton,
wno furnisned letters wnd memos written by William Henry 3rd.
Colonel i.H, atherton, wio furrished material from a paper,
nuelisned in pethlehem, ra in 1%2H, entitied "17Hl-—-- Historiw
cale-—-Bethlehen, FPa,--—~~Industirial----=-=1925%; also, & paper
written oy nev,d.a.Blick for ithe iortnampion and Lehigh His-
torical Society at Jazareth,on the bgulton Fun Wworks.,
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